
These quick and easy search tips are 
here to help you start searching the 
British Newspaper Archive... 

Use “ ” when searching for a name. 

Try alternative name configurations e.g. 
John Smith, Mr J Smith or Mr Smith.

Search for surnames - first names are not alwaysSearch for surnames - first names are not always
included in newspaper articles. 

Use a maiden name when searching for female 
relatives. 

Use extra information you know about a person to 
help limit your search e.g. a profession or name. 

Limit your search by date if you know the date 
something happened, or the time period during something happened, or the time period during 
which your ancestors were alive. 

When entering your date range remember that 
before the telephone news could be delayed for 
several weeks, so it’s best to search at least one 
month after the event.

Place filters do NOT refer to where an event took 
place, but rather where the newspaper was place, but rather where the newspaper was 
published. 

If searching for an illustration you can do a specific
picture search. 
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